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Oinofyta, 3 December 2025
PRESS RELEASE
London Metal Exchange Chairman visits
the Association of Industries of Central Greece 
On 1–2 December 2025, the Association of Industries of Central Greece welcomed Mr John Williamson, Chairman of the London Metal Exchange (LME), and Ms Georgina Hallett, Chief Sustainability Officer and Head of the Physicals Market at the LME. The London Metal Exchange is the world’s leading marketplace and global benchmark for metals, playing a pivotal role for several Greek metallurgical and export-oriented companies with an international footprint.
On Monday, 1 December 2025, the Association held its Annual Lecture Dinner at Aigli Zappeiou, with Mr Williamson serving as the keynote speaker.
The Chairman of the Association launched this new flagship annual event, underscoring its significance not only for the Association but also for the wider business community in Greece. Mr Lolos noted that the European Union aims to strengthen the circular economy, secure the supply chain of critical raw materials, and achieve Strategic Autonomy, key prerequisites for advancing both the Green and Digital Transition. Within this framework, initiatives such as the European Green Deal and the related industrial, circular economy and critical raw materials policies set the direction for European industry.
He also highlighted Greece’s important role, supported by its mineral resources, dynamic metallurgy sector and new projects in the extraction, processing and recycling of critical materials. Against a backdrop of geopolitical tensions and supply chain disruptions, the theme of the event was particularly relevant, while the presence of the Chairman of the London Metal Exchange, an eminent figure in the global metals market, underscored the significance of international metal trading and the LME’s contribution to price formation, risk management and market stability.
Mr Williamson presented the history of the LME, its defining role in global metal trading and its evolution into the world’s foremost price-discovery platform. He also addressed the environmental dimension of metal trading, focusing on the development of LME Passport, a digital certificate registry that currently hosts more than 13 million electronic certificates and over 1,300 sustainability disclosures. This tool strengthens traceability and supports compliance mechanisms such as the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM).
He then outlined the LME’s proposal for an innovative pricing model for sustainable metals, based on published premium prices for aluminium, copper, nickel and zinc, aligned with verified carbon footprints and other sustainability credentials. This initiative aims to increase transparency, support market development and highlight the economic value of low-emission and responsibly produced metals, positioning the LME at the forefront of global efforts to decarbonise the sector. He concluded by analysing the LME’s role in critical raw materials essential for the green and digital transition.
A discussion followed, based on questions submitted by participants to the two LME representatives.

The event was attended by the Secretary General for Industry, Mr Eleftherios Kritikοs; the Chair of the Executive Committee of SEV, Ms Rania Aikaterinari; members of the Board of Directors; Association members; and representatives of companies active in the basic metals sector.
On Tuesday, 2 December 2025, Mr Williamson and Ms Hallett visited the production facilities of Metlen Energy & Metals and ElvalHalcor S.A., where they were briefed on modern industrial practices and ongoing investments in the metals sector. The visit concluded with a tour of the Hellenic Research Centre for Metals (ELKEME). They were accompanied by the Chairman of the Association, Mr Panos Lolos, and the First Vice Chairman, Mr Ioannis Karnachoritis.
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